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The Sardar's impression is correct. In order strictly to limit
the scope of the struggle to the purely local and economic issue
and to keep it non-political Sjt. Vallabhbhai would not let Sjt.
Rajagopalachari and other leaders to go to Bardoli. It was only
when the Government gave it a political character and made it an
all-India issue by their coercive measures that the reins were loosen-
ed and Vallabhbhai could no longer prevent public men from
going to Bardoli, though where his advice or permission was sought,
he said, "Not yet."

I do not know what Sjt. Vallabhbhai Patel would say to the
Sardar's suggestion but I can say, "Not yet" Time has not come
even for limited sympathetic satyagraha. Bardoli has still to prove
its mettle. If it can stand the last heat and if the Government
go to the farthest limit, nothing that I or Sjt. Vallabhbhai can do
will stop the spread of satyagraha or limit the issue to a bona-fide
re-inquiry and its logical consequences. The limit will then be
prescribed by the capacity of India as a whole for self-sacrifice
and self-suffering. If that manifestation is to come it will be
natural and incapable of being stayed by any agency no matter
how powerful. But so far as I understand the spirit of satya-
graha and its working, it is the duty of Sjt, Vallabhbhai and myself
to keep to the original limits in spite of the Government provo-
cations which are strong enough even as they are to warrant the
crossing of the original boundary.

The fact is that satyagraha presupposes the living presence
and guidance of God. The leader depends not on his own strength
but on that of God. He acts as the Voice within guides him.
Very often therefore what are practical politics so-called are
unrealities to him, though in the end his prove to be the most
practical politics. All this may sound foolish and visionary on the
eve of what bids fair to become the toughest battle that India has
hitherto had to face. But I would be untrue to the nation and
myself if I failed to say what I feel to be the deepest truth.
If the people of Bardoli are what Vallabhbhai believes them to be,
all will be well, in spite of the use of all the weapons that the
Government may have at its command. Let us wait and see.
Only let the M.L.C.s and others who are interested in compromises
not take a single weak step in the hope of saving the people of
Bardoli. They are safe in the hands of God.

Young India, 2-8-1928
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